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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dean Roberts
The last month or so has been a month of
contrasts for Australia.
In Western Australia we have been able to go
out to pubs, visit family and, like some of our
members, do a run up through the mid north
west and visit places like Mt Augustus and surrounding areas. All of
this while our cousins in Melbourne are enduring their second
lockdown. My thoughts and prayers are for those in other places
not so fortunate as we are in Western Australia.
Don’t forget that our AGM is coming-up on Sunday the 18th of
October (see the Secretary’s notes).
Our Hubley meeting is on again with a slight change. It will be a
Hubley Day, now on Saturday 31st October (see Events calendar).
It is also time to remind everyone to let Edith or Anne know if you
will be attending the Christmas lunch on Monday the 30th of
November at Bridgeleigh (see later in newsletter). This is the last
year we plan to have a Monday Christmas lunch and Edith is
working on a new venue where we can return to a Sunday
Christmas lunch.
Stay Well, Stay Safe
See you soon
Dean
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SECRETARY COMMENTS
Kathleen Kuenzel
You are about to be inundated with information and forms relating to items that will be voted on at
this year’s AGM which, counter to the previously advertised 11 October, will be held on Sunday 18
October. So, in preparation for that, you will find the following 4 items accompanying this newsletter:
1. Nomination form for club executives and committee members.
2. Copy of proposed amendments to the club by-laws. (These are minor changes to bring club by-laws
in line with club rules and to remove duplications.)

3. Notification of members who have been nominated for life memberships. (Alan Jeffree, Edith
Jeffree, Steve Read, Reg Blewett and Coral Blewett)
4. Proxy voting form
Voting for the award of life membership is by secret ballot and will take place at the AGM. If you are
unable to attend the AGM and wish to vote, you can appoint a proxy to vote on your behalf or you
can register your vote as you see fit. All proxies must be sent to the Club Secretary and arrive no later
than 24 hours before the AGM.
Please consider all carefully, make your opinions known and when we’re back to normal, we won’t
have missed a beat.

September Birthdays
Barry
Ashley
Phillip
Barry
Andrew
Georgina
Wesley

Bristow-Stagg
Calhoun
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Fowler
Gower
Hart
Hartley

Kym
Beth
Alan
Jenni
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Peter
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Knight
Martin
Porter
Roberts
Sartori
Trethowan
Wringe
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EDITOR COMMENTS
Ian Steer
As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, we have our Annual General Meeting coming-up on
Sunday 18th October. People may tend to groan when AGMs are mentioned, but they are important and really don’t take that much time - and there’s a free sausage sizzle! Important decisions are made
such as who will be your President, Secretary, Treasurer & committee members.
This year we also have some other significant things to be voted on at the AGM.
1.
A proposed change to the By-Laws that will enable the club to make donations to organisations
that are not connected to the objectives of the club (ie not connected to Model A’s).
2.
Some members have been nominated for Life Membership - the first time for a few years.
3.
Selection of the newsletter editor for next year .
Attending AGMs is an important part of contributing to your club. Of course, there are many people
that will have good reasons why they can’t attend (other than “I have to wash my hair that day”). For
all those people, you can get involved too by reading the documents distributed with this newsletter
and completing the Proxy Voting Form and sending it to our Secretary Kathleen.

I urge you all to be involved in your club and either come to the AGM, or complete a
proxy voting form and send it in.

Potentially interesting items out there on the web
Apparently “demonstrator” engines are a “thing”, but this is the first one I have seen and I thought it
quite amazing:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qh2LWwZI1LM

Paul, Brett and Edith
checking Glad’s engine was
still there.
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EVENTS COORDINATOR
Ian Paisley

September
Event:
York Motor Show
Date:
Sunday 13th September
Location: Avon Terrace & Lowe St, York
Organisers: York Branch - Veteran Car Club of WA
Details: Enquiries to Gayle Byfield ph: 0414 885 338 or byfield@wu.com.au

October
Event:
Date:
Location:
Details:

Annual General Meeting
Sunday 18th October
VCC club rooms, 265 Hale Rd, Forrestfield
Sausage sizzle to start at 12 noon. The General Meeting will
commence at 1pm and will be followed by the Annual
General meeting, after which comes afternoon tea.

Note date change
from last
newsletter

** Don’t forget to bring a plate of food to share **
Event:
Date:
Time:
Location:
Details:

Hubley racing
Saturday 31st October
10am
Jeffree’s house (95 Boulton St, Dianella)
The day starts with morning tea (tea, coffee, hot water, milk, cups provided). Hubley racing will
then take place, followed by a BBQ lunch. Please BYO drinks, meat and chair. Salads and sweets
will be provided by Edith. After lunch, a meeting will be held on the lawn.
** Please let Edith and Alan know if you will be attending **
Organiser: Alan Jeffree

Event:
Date:
Details:

Invitation from the VCC Collie Branch to join their 6-day run to Jurien Bay & Koorda
14th to 19th October
See proposed trip plan in August’s newsletter

November
Event:

Club run & meeting -

Organiser Needed

December
Event:
Date:
Location:
Time:
Details:

Christmas Lunch
Monday 30th November
Bridgeleigh Reception Centre, 198 Mary St, Wanneroo
Pre-lunch drinks at 11:30
See later in this newsletter

Cont. over
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EVENTS COORDINATOR (CONT)
Ian Paisley

March 2021
Event:
Date:
Location:
Details:
Organiser:

National Meet
March 21-28 2021
Ballarat, Victoria
https://www.modelafordclub.org/
Model A Ford Club of Victoria

Event:
Date:
Location:
Details:

NZ National Model A Ford Rally
March 28 - April 4 2021
Gisborne, NZ
gisbornemodelafordrally@gmail.com

October 2021
National Veteran Vehicle Rally, Busselton
https://veterancarclubofwesternaustralia.wildapricot.org/2021-National-Veteran-Rally

Old Car with an Inflated Ego
The vehicle in this photo from the winter of 1940 might have been the first monster truck! The Ford
Model A body was put on a Model AA truck frame with aircraft tyres installed. The guy leaning
forward is my brother Eugene Myers, who was on leave from the Navy.
Our dad put this modified Ford together to handle the snow on his rural mail route around Fullerton,
Nebraska, and there was a lot of snow in the 1930s and ‘40s. Dad said the Ford would run over
anything, but it was so high that the wind sometimes would blow it off the road.
Leland Myers, Plattsmouth, Nebraska
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YORK CLUB RUN (23RD AUGUST)
Peter Sartori
We were absolutely blessed with the weather - sunny most of the day.
We met at Muzz Buzz in Midland, from about 8.45 onwards. Dean had invited the FE/FC Holden
members to join us as there was not going to be a meeting. We had Dean in his Holden and John
Mainwaring with his wife, along with Horace and Jean Misko in their EJ Holden.
We also had a good line up of Model A’s - Ray and Toni Mahony in the Phaeton, their daughter Andrae
Moore with children in her Tudor, Hans and Glenda Hurij, Ray Major in his new little pick up, Nathan
Roberts and his partner in their Phaeton. These 6 Model A’s including mine, all went well with the
exception of Nathan Roberts having some over-heating problems (but managed to limp home).
Last but not the least, a few days prior to the run, I had a call from a guy interested in meeting up with
us in Midland with the intent of joining the club and buying a Model A. Shane and his business partner
turned up and travelled with us to the Lakes Road house and had morning tea with us. They will be
joining the club and looking to buy a Model A (see the ad in the Wanted section later in the
newsletter).

REGALIA
Marilynn Horgan
We have plenty of stock in hand with a full range of sizes in polo shirts and jackets for all your trans
seasonal needs!
Check out the prices and give me a call on 0403 434 004 to place an order. Regalia can be posted or if
you live in the metro area, I am happy to arrange a suitable social distancing drop off for you.
Polo Shirt

$20.00

Cap

$13.00

Eureka Zip Jacket

$50.00

Metal lapel/cap badge

$13.85

Cloth club badge

$5.00

Metal car badge

$28.00

Cloth badge (Lady Drives Model A)

$8.00
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ACROSS THE NULLABOR BY BUCKBOARD
Ron Garside
While staying at Nalbarra Station (just south of Mt Magnet) recently, your Editor and Treasurer met a
bloke also staying there who was relating his dad’s epic Model A tale. This is his father’s story:
In mid-1950, 3 young mates decided to take a 1928 Ford A across the Nullabor Plain on a 6-week tour
of the eastern states.
None of the tourists, Gordon Hammond (who had owned the car for some time), Ron Garside nor Joe
Whately, had much cash at the time, so this was going to be a budget holiday.
The vehicle was a soft-top buckboard which made it ideal for carrying their ton of gear. In preparation
they painted the body red and mudguards black to reflect their favourite Perth Football Club. They
were a little concerned that the engine had been blowing a fair bit of smoke, so they started to strip
down the motor, planning to replace the rings. Once the head was off it was obvious that there was
so much wear, that just new rings weren’t going make much difference. So they refitted the head and
loaded up with tins of oil instead.
They set off with three of them in the front (and only) seat, making it through Kalgoorlie to Norseman,
where a local garage mechanic convinced them to replace one of the tyres that was so bald it was
showing canvas. The old one joined the rest of the load in the rear of the ute.
In those days there were restrictions on the sale of bottled beer – two each. An unfortunate accident
and perhaps poor packing of the ute resulted in them losing their small supply until a publican in
Norseman came to their aid and, in a clandestine deal out the back, sold them 2 cartons. They headed
for the Nullabor fully stocked with all the essentials – petrol, oil, beer and an oversupply of confidence.
Without
camping
gear, and
facing
bitterly cold,
wet desert
nights, they
dressed in
their CMF
army boots
and
greatcoats,
sleeping
sitting up in
the cab of
the ute. No
need for an esky for the beer, the nights were cold enough.
The road was often flooded and they had to make country-detours to avoid bogged trucks.
Cont. over
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ACROSS THE NULLABOR (CONT)
Ron Garside
Some way into the Nullabor stretch, they stopped to check on a hitchhiker. They had no room to give
him a lift, but left him with some food and water. The following day, the rough road took its toll and
the body of the Ford A separated from the chassis after the front suspension pinion bolts (??)
snapped. They managed to stop safely and manoeuvre the vehicle to a spot where they dug a sloping
pit. Once they had the laden ute body at ground level, they were able to lever it up and back into
position on the chassis. A nearby fence provided enough wire to secure it in place.

While this was happening a vehicle carrying the hitchhiker stopped to check on them. The owner took
some photos of them with the Ford A and continued toward the eastern states. It is thought he told
the story at several towns on the way to Adelaide, because when our tourists pulled in for fuel or an
overnight stay, it seemed that people were aware of their adventures. As they continued, it was
obvious the story had spread and they received several telegrams from a senior Ford Motor Company
executive in Geelong inviting them to visit the factory if they made it that far.
The last leg of the journey into Adelaide was muddy and slippery and steering was a bit of a problem.
Ron’s driving skills were the subject of some good-natured ribbing until the next morning when they
discovered the LH tie rod end had snapped. The night before they had been cold and exhausted and
hadn’t noticed. Once again a nearby fence donated some wire to hold things together.
The next leg of the
journey took them to
Melbourne where they
finally accepted the
invitation to visit the
plant in Geelong. The
visit there turned out
to be something of a
celebration hosted by
the Plant Manager,
with a tour of the
plant, food, drink and
a marketing
opportunity for Ford
with photos,
interviews and a
newspaper article
(which minimised the
number of
breakdowns). At the time, it was considered something of a feat of endurance given the age of the
vehicle and the condition of the roads through the Nullabor and other parts of outback Australia.

Cont. over

Page 9

Western Model A News - September 2020

ACROSS THE NULLABOR (CONT)
Ron Garside
According to Ron, the Factory Manager asked them “What do you want for your car?”. Gordon was a
bit taken aback until the manager explained they didn’t want to buy it … just donate some spare parts
for the rest of the journey. They could chose anything except a new carby, because apparently they
were very much in demand and kept “disappearing” from the warehouse, so they were out of stock
again.
Loaded up with spares, including a new tie-rod end, they headed off again. This time they made it up
the back roads through country Victoria and NSW to Canberra. In Canberra, their one good tyre blew
out and they replaced it with the bald spare that they had carried from Southern Cross.
From Canberra to Sydney, then Broken Hill and back across the Nullabor there were incidents ... until
they reached Merredin where the bald spare finally blew out in the main street. How convenient!
Another new tyre and they finally arrived back in Perth safe and sound.
Gordon kept the vehicle for a number of years after that, although from reports it had only had the
most basic of maintenance since the epic journey. In 1954, Ron sold his own car to raise funds for his
marriage to Margaret. For their honeymoon, they borrowed Gordon’s Ford A, along with its mould,
spiders and all, and toured the south west of WA.

Despite all of the issues experienced with Gordon’s Ford A, when Ron and Margaret had saved
enough, they ended up buying their own Ford A later in 1954.

From The Daily News, Friday 1 September, 1950
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NATIONAL MEET NEWSLETTER
Model A Ford National Meet
Ballarat 2021
Newsletter No 3 – Aug 2020
Hello and welcome to the Third official newsletter for the 2020 National Meet in Ballarat.
The National Meet committee hopes this update finds you all well in these unsettled times.
Wow what a year so far. We should be less than a month away from all getting together but alas that
is not to be till next year now.
And of course March next year is still a long way away, so nobody can reliably predict what
restrictions might or might not be in place.
It is possible that some things that we have always done (like large meal groups and gatherings,
judging, etc) might have to be done very differently or perhaps not done this time.
But, regardless, you can be absolutely certain that we are keener than ever to make this a great
National Meet and we will do everything we can to achieve that.
One thing we are sure of is that Model A’ers from all around Australia will be itching to get in their
cars and have some vintage fun. Definitely we could plan more runs and outdoor activities.
Ballarat has amazing opportunities for short and long-distance day travels. The possibilities that this
opens for the Model A community in discovering more of Victoria is endless.
From Ballarat’s Gold Heritage to its wineries. There is plenty of activities we can all partake in.
Please stick with us and we will show you some of the best Ballarat and Victoria has to offer.
We hope that everyone stays safe and will be able to attend Ballarat in March 2021.
Facebook.
To stay in touch with up to date goings on around Ballarat please join our Facebook page
https://m.facebook.com/groups/2286256461593076?ref=share
or
Facebook search: 2020 Model A Ford National Meet Ballarat.
Please contact any of the committee if you have any queries or suggestions.
Regards,

Rob Turner,
Rally Director
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TIP OF THE MONTH (1)
Jim Cannon (MAFCA)
Bending the Radiator Overflow Tube Back
The Ford Service Bulletins of April, 1930 (page 450) advise that if you have excessive coolant loss
though the radiator overflow tube, you can bend the tube back toward the back edge of the radiator
filler neck. They also mention soldering in a brass washer where the tube passes through the baffle
plate.
To bend the tube, insert a larger Phillips
screwdriver into the tube. You want the
smooth shaft of the screwdriver to pretty
much fill the tube, and don’t have the tip of
the screwdriver go below the baffle plate,
about 2 to 3 inches. Then gently push the
screwdriver back away from you a bit, remove
the screwdriver a bit (~½“), then bend it some
more. Repeat until the top of the tube is as
far "back" as it will go.
If you need to, you can add a short piece of
rubber tubing to the top of the overflow tube to raise the level in the top tank that much more before
the coolant starts going out the overflow. But don’t raise it too much or coolant will start leaking out
of your radiator cap and make a mess on your paint and radiator shell.
I hope this helps. Have a Model A Day! Jim

TIP OF THE MONTH (2)
Lynn Sondenaa, Volcano A’s

Cast Iron Brake Drum Info
This information is about reproduction cast iron brake drums. Grey cast iron is what most
manufacturers use to produce cast iron parts. It has been in use since the Model T’s and Model A’s
came into existence. Even the reproduction cast iron drums made in China are grey cast iron. Some
cast iron drums are advertised as nodular iron. Nodular iron is grey cast iron which has small amounts
of magnesium added to form a premium cast iron. Nodular iron is also known as spheroidal or ductile
iron. It has excellent ductility, higher tensile strength, and better corrosion resistance than grey cast
iron.
Ductility refers to the ability of metal to stretch, bend, or twist without breaking or cracking. Tensile
strength is the property in metal which resists forces acting to pull the metal apart. Corrosion is the
wasting away of metals by slow gradual combination with other elements and chemical compounds.
You may use this information to make an informed decision before purchasing your new reproduction
cast iron brake drums!
reproduced from Dec 2019 Script “A” News
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CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMASLUNCH
LUNCH
This year’s Christmas lunch repeats last
year’s successful formula with a Monday
lunch at the Bridgeleigh Reception Centre.

Date: Monday 30th November (pre-lunch drinks at 11:30)
Venue: Bridgeleigh Reception Centre, 198 Mary St, Wanneroo
Cost: $45 per head for members
$61 per head for non-members
Payment by 16th November to the Treasurer (Anne Steer), by either:
1.

Cash at a meeting or coffee run

2.

EFT - details are the same as for paying your membership, ie:
BSB: 306052
Account Number: 0284817
Reference: “SURNAME Xmas”

3.

Cheques - can be posted to Anne at 7 Gransmoor Way, Willetton, 6155
See menu on next page

MODEL A COMINGS & GOINGS
Barrie Byers has struck a deal to sell his 1931 Roadster to a collector in South Australia (but the
transaction is not complete at the time of writing). The purchaser has a Stanley Steamer that came
from the Heytsbury Collection (as did Barrie’s Model A), two Model T’s, plus vintage motorcycles.

MEMBER’S CAR STORIES
Read the story behind David Bussard’s 1928 Roadster:
http://modelafordclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/memberscars/David-Bussard-roadster.pdf
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH

BRIDGELEIGH CHRISTMAS MENU
Entrée
Freshly baked warm bread roll
Butternut pumpkin soup with sour cream, chives & parmesan
croutons

Main Course
Roast turkey with Adelphi ham, sage & onion stuffing, port wine
gravy, cranberry compote, roast potatoes & steamed medley of
vegetables

Dessert
Traditional plum pudding with brandy custard, fresh cream and
vanilla ice cream
Freshly brewed coffee & tea with yuletide mints

Drinks
Pre-function drinks: beer, sherry, house wine (Brown Brothers),
lemon squash
With meal: 1 bottle fruity white wine, 1 bottle dry white wine per
table
Beer on request
Carafes of lemon lime & bitters
Lemon squash
Cash bar for all alcohol after first round is consumed
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WANTED
Model A
Shane Carew (0409 815 500) has joined the club and is looking to buy a Model A. Give him a call if you
have a Model A for sale. Shane is looking for a complete car for a restoration project - preferably a
closed cab model.

Left front guard
To suit 30/31, plain or welled, must have good bead edge.
Hans Hurij 0472 700 635

FOR SALE
19" black wall tyre
Firestone, new, never fitted to rim, suit 30/31.
Hans Hurij 0472 700 635

$180

Books: “How to Restore Your Model A”, Volumes 5 & 7
As new. $25ea
Darren Jeffree 0428 421 653

SPONSORS
Please support Our valued suppliers
RAY ABBOTT ENGINE RECONDITIONING
“RECONDITIONING THE PAST
SPECIALISING IN VETERAN, VINTAGE & CLASSIC ENGINES
FIFTY EIGHT YEARS EXPERIENCE: IN BUSINESS FOR 45 YEARS
CYLINDER HEAD SERVICING,REBORING, RESLEEVING, CONROD
RESIZING & BUSHING, LINE BORING & REMETALLING
CRANK REGRINDS, PRESSURE TESTING, PISTON GRINDING &/OR
EXPANDING, CAMSHAFT GRINDING .
COMPLETE ENGINE REBUILDS
18 Rio Street, Bayswater
PHONE 08 9272 4566
FAX 08 9271 5717
Rebuilding Oldies Better Than New

Recommended by MARCWA members

Cont. over
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FORD
MODEL T & A
PARTS

Keith & Glenys Eastwood
129 Balance Road
Ballan 3342
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA
Ph (03) 5368 1088
Fax (03) 5368 1007
Mobile 0402194723
kg@henryspares.com.au

VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC
LUBRICANTS & ELECTRICAL
Halogen Bulbs 6v & 12v Tungsten Bulbs 6v & 12v
Indicator Stalks
Flasher cans 6v & 12v Tail lights
Indicator Lights (over 30 different types)
Fuel Pumps 6v & 12v Wiper Motors 6v & 12v
Wiper Blades
Cables (Cotton Covered, Metal Covered, PVC)
High Tension Cable (Cotton Covered, Black PVC)

Spark Plugs

19” and 21” Model A Tyres

Tubes

Rust bands

and All Things Vintage
Bob Beames 6 Rio Street, Bayswater WA 6053
Mob: 0419 276 411 Ph: 9272 6411
Fax: 9370 1506
Email: bobbeames@westnet.com.au
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