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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dean Roberts
The first month of quarantine has passed and by
the look of things, has been very successful. We
are not out of the woods yet and to keep with the
clichés, I don’t see a light at the end of the tunnel
quite yet, but I certainly think we are heading in
the right direction.
As some of you are aware, the committee held a telephone / email
meeting where it was decided to delay the Annual General Meeting
to a time where it can be held in accordance with Covid-19
government guidelines. It was also decided that the 2020
membership fees would cover 2021 as well.
As restrictions are eased, I will look at getting some runs set up. At
this stage, I think they will be runs only (not meets), to enable us to
comply with the social distancing rules.
With all the restrictions keeping us from going out on weekends,
Jenni and I have been getting those jobs done at home. Jenni has
sorted her sewing room, I have finally set up my tools in the garage,
and made a start on sorting the workshop. We have also built our
raised veggie garden beds and are ready to plant the seedlings this
coming weekend. So as you can see, we have been keeping busy.
We are looking forward to being able to go out to visit our friends
and share a cuppa, and on that note hope to see you soon.
Stay Well
Dean

Inside This Issue
Note from the President

2

Secretary comments

3

Editor Comments

4

Events Coordinator

5

Regalia

5

CMC Delegate

6

Model A’s Forever

8

Model A Fire Truck

10

Tip Of The Month

12

Wanted

12

For Sale

13

Sponsors

16

Front Cover: Member John Watson indoctrinating his grandson in
the art of restoring Model A’s
Page 2

Western Model A News - May 2020

SECRETARY COMMENTS
Kathleen Kuenzel
The secretary’s job has all but disappeared. Following the onslaught of emails cancelling events for
the foreseeable future, all correspondence has ceased. Peace reigns.
Feeling the effects of being cooped up, Fred decided that the cover should come off the Model A and
we’d spend the morning on the road. The Event Web Site was visited and the form filled in, then with
morning tea on board, off we went. An annoying squeak developed. It gradually became louder, then
some kilometres later the loudest squealing that has ever emanated from under the bonnet led to a
roadside diagnosis and adjustments. If such occurrences take place when in convoy, many drivers
end up surveying the engine and offering advice and the passengers have a good chat. Not so this
day. The passenger became bored, ‘words’ were spoken, morning tea was a silent affair and the
Model A is once again under its cover waiting to be attended to. A victim of Covid-19?
Kathleen Kuenzel
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EDITOR COMMENTS
Ian Steer
Things might be quiet out there - but the editor’s job rolls onwards…
Don’t forget that the club website always has the latest versions of the Club Rules (constitution) and
By Laws if you ever need to refer to them.
Running out of things to read? Then have a read of these on the club website:
•

Alex Kirkwood’s Model T restoration story
http://modelafordclub.com.au/2020/05/02/10080

•

A story about the 2013 Peking to Paris rally by Roger Anderson of the Hawkes Bay Model A
Ford Club in NZ
http://modelafordclub.com.au/2020/05/02/2013-peking-to-paris-rally-in-a-model-a

•

A story about the 2015 Mandalay Rally by Carolyn Anderson of the Hawkes Bay Model A Ford
Club in NZ
http://modelafordclub.com.au/2020/05/02/2015-mandalay-rally
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EVENTS COORDINATOR
Ian Paisley

All MARC WA events are cancelled until further notice.

SEPTEMBER
Event:

National Meet

Date:
** Postponed until March 21-28 2021 **
Location: Ballarat, Victoria
Details: https://www.modelafordclub.org/
Organiser: Model A Ford Club of Victoria

October 2021
National Veteran Vehicle Rally, Busselton
https://veterancarclubofwesternaustralia.wildapricot.org/2021-National-Veteran-Rally

REGALIA
Marilynn Horgan
Hello fellow isolates, I have just received
some new stock so now have a full ranges
of sizes for all your needs. Just think how
good it will be when we finally get to hang
out in our club gear !!!
Check out the prices and give me a call on
0403 434 004 to place an order.
Regalia can be posted, or if you live in the
metro area , I am happy to arrange a
suitable social distancing drop off for you.
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Polo Shirt

$20.00

Cap

$13.00

Eureka Zip Jacket

$50.00

Metal lapel/cap badge

$13.85

Cloth club badge

$5.00

Metal car badge

$28.00

Cloth badge (Lady Drives Model A)

$8.00
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CMC DELEGATE REPORT
Toni Mahony
No news from the CMC this month, but a few notes from Patric, the Manager at the Motor
Museum .
There have been a few new vehicles going into the museum for display, one being a 1973 XA Falcon
GT 351 RPO (Racing Performance Option) in early April. One of only 250 ever built, so I’m told. Also
a 1975 HJ Holden Premier to go into the Tribute to Holden collection which will open when the
museum does.
Some notes about T Model Fords:

Henry built more than 15,000,000 Model T from 1908-1927.


The first car rolled-off the Piquette Ave plant on October 1st 1908. Today that plant is a
museum (which is also closed due to Covid 19). Entry fee is US$15.00.



Introduced a production line in 1913, increasing the chassis manufacture from 12 hours and 8
minutes to 1 hour and 33 minutes.



In 1914 Ford made 308,162 cars - more that the total combined output of the world’s 299 car
makers.



In 1927, Ford were building the T’s at a rate of 1 car every 24 seconds. Go Henry!



In 19 years, Henry made few changes to his design and by 1927 his beloved T model was
obsolete and companies like Chevrolet had taken the market (story sound familiar?).



Early Model T’s were available in red, blue (as our museum car is) green, grey but not black.
Henry had worked out that he should paint all cars in “Japan Black” as this was the fastest
drying paint available and hence sped up production. The famous remark about the Model T
attributed to Henry Ford -- "You can have any colour as long as it's black". Well the buying
public accepted that for a while, but Henry reintroduced colour back in 1926 - but it was too
late to save the Model T.

The two display sheds at the Museum have been rebranded as the Brockwell and the Ricciardo Halls
and the entrance area has been updated and modernised during the close down.
Two of our volunteers have died while this shut-down has been in place, so we can probably always
do with more volunteers if anyone is interested. Always jobs to be done, cleaning of vehicles,
buildings and floors, painting, display relocations, stocktaking, research and general upkeep.

MEMBER’S CAR STORIES
Read the story behind Anthony Gilberthorpe’s 1930 Phaeton from the club website:
http://modelafordclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/memberscars/Anthony-Gilberthorpe.pdf
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MODEL A’S FOREVER
Alan Duns
About 1960, Mum saw an ad in the local paper for
a Model T Ford. Dad (Ivan) always talked about
model T’s. He grew up in Hyden in WA and his first
vehicle was a Model T truck. On inspection, it
turned out to be a Model A ute, with side mount
spare wheel. Dad said they were much better that
the Model T and the deal was done for 25 pounds.
It was in Pt Lincoln, South Australia.
We lived at Koppio, 25 miles north of Port Lincoln,
in South Australia on the Eyre Peninsula. Dad and
his brother Ron had a transport business, they had tip trucks, and gravelled roads and did general
transport. Between 1960-67 we collected 14 Model A Fords that Dad would spot in his transport
travels. We also collected heaps of parts, motors, wheels etc.
The list of Model A’s:
1 x 28 Tudor
2 x 29 Roadsters
2 x 28 Factory Utes
3 x 28 Utes cut down tourers
1 x 28 Truck
1 x 29 Rolling Chassis
1 x 30 Tourer
3 x 28 Tourers
Dad restored the 29 Roadster, my older brother
Robert restored the Tudor, I ended up with the
blue 28 Ute. Robert and I used them as everyday transport. Dad restored a 28 Tourer after
the Roadster and my youngest brother Richard
used it for work and everyday use. Robert still
has his Tudor; Richard still has Dad’s old Tourer
and they still use them today at club events.

1929 Model A – pre restoration 1988
L- R Daughters Julie & Debi

Between 1964-68, I drove the Model A Ute to
work, 30 miles per day and on weekends as
many miles again. After the ute, I restored a
1928 (Blue) Tourer and built a hot-rod out of a
28 Ford. In those days you could still get tyres
Alan with Work Ute, Wilpena Pound, 1964
re-treaded. We worked out if you got a 5.25 x
21 re-treaded, they upped the gearing quite a bit. At 45 miles per hour on the speedo you were doing
over 50 miles per hour on the road.
Cont. over
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MODEL A’S FOREVER (CONT.)
Alan Duns
As you do when you are young, we really
hammered the Model A’s. I worked in
Cummins (39 Miles from Port Lincoln). After
work on Tuesdays I would travel to Port
Lincoln to trade school and drive the Model A
flat out, travelling the 39 miles in 45 minutes.
Sometime later I drove the Blue 28 Tourer to
Adelaide, 400 miles in 9 ½ hours. If you drove
a Model A flat out, they would do just over 60
MPH on the speedo. In those days, of course,
they were only 35 years old.
Dads 1929 Roadster, 1964
Those days were not without incident. One day
the two-blade fan broke and cut 18 tubes in the radiator. We broke several back axles and lost rear
wheels. One day, coming out of Port Lincoln, the left rear wheel came off the old ute on a bitumen
road. When it dropped down, it tore the backing plate away and we rolled on the brake drum until we
could park. It took longer to find the wheel that came off in the long grass than it did to put to spare
wheel on. We pinched a wheel nut from every
other wheel, so we had enough, and crawled
home.

Fast forward a few years……
Gail and I met in Darwin. Gail came from
Manjimup, WA. We were both working in
Darwin and got married in Manjimup, October
1977. The twins, Debi & Julie were born in
December 1979 and we moved to Manjimup in
1980. At the time I was restoring a 1921 Model
T and then a 1929 Model A truck. Alan Jeffree’s
father lived at the end of our street. I had met
him as he had seen me dragging bits of vintage
tin home. He told me how he had a Model A
years ago. One Sunday arvo we have a visit
from a chap and his son. It was Alan and
Darren Jeffree. Mr Jeffree had told them about
the bloke up the road with old vehicles. That was
in about 1984. We joined the Model A club soon
after.

Model A Hot Rod 1967-68. Raced once. Photo
taken in Elliston.

To be continued next month
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NEW BODY STYLES
Perth Daily News, Wed 14 May 1930
Ford Improvements
New Ford bodies will make their first appearance on Thursday next in dealers showrooms in practically
all important centres in Australia, according to an official statement by Ford Motor Company of
Australia Pty. Ltd.
Embellishment of body lines constitutes the chief advance over the Model 'A' as introduced two years
ago. The Ford Motor Company of Australia Pty. Ltd. authorises the statement that mechanically the
Ford retains the same chassis and engine as were adopted when the Model 'A' appeared, with such
improvements as have been built in from time to time since its introduction.
The improvement brought about by distinctive radiator and bonnet changes carries through the rest of
the body by use of mouldings that flow from radiator back to the rear of the car in a most pleasing
streamline effect. Fenders of new design add to the ensemble effect of trim features.
One of the most radical changes is found in the new 19in. wheel, a reduction of two inches from the
dimensions of the earlier wheel. This change, when coupled with larger tyres, brings the car closer to
the ground, thereby attaining even greater tenacity in the adherence of the car to the road and
permitting of increased riding comfort and safety. All bodies are increased in length, giving more
roominess in both front and rear compartments. Driving seats in closed cars can be moved forward or
back, while in the roadster also, an adjustment can be made. Doors are widened to permit of easier
entrance and exit. While an effective rakishness results from the lowering of the roof line, there is no
curtailment of head room inside. The interior reflects improvements as much as the exterior. The use
of rustless steel for all exposed metal work is another outstanding feature. It is said that this new steel
will not corrode, tarnish or rust in any kind of weather. It cannot wear off, crack or scale because parts
made of it are of solid metal, the company claims.
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MODEL A FIRE TRUCK
Hans Hurij
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STRANGE GADGETS OF YESTERYEAR
What is this strange thing? And why would a Mario
Brother braze a plumbing part onto a spark plug?
Well, THAT is a Primer Spark Plug. Those were
once made by every major spark plug company and
you could buy one for any car.
Why would you want a tap attached to your spark
plug?
Early gasoline formulations had a problem with
volatility, especially at low temperatures. That
made starting difficult on a cold day. The Primer
Spark Plug permitted you to prime your car engine
prior to starting it. You would open those taps on
each of the spark plugs and, using a small funnel,
pour petrol or, better, more volatile liquid ether,
into each cylinder.

After closing the valves on the spark plugs you could start the car using that primer fluid. But why not
simply pour petrol into the carburettor? Because they were updraft (like the Model A)!
Rebuildable Spark Plugs?
When the centre electrode of a spark plug has been
burned up or filed down, or if the porcelain insulator
has cracked you throw it away, right? Not in the teens
and twenties. Spark plugs were once rebuildable.
Here is a page from a 1921 auto supply house
catalogue. Look at the bottom right corner of that
page.
Those are separate spark plug centre electrodes and
insulators. Now look carefully at the spark plug shown
at the top left of the page. See the hex nut just below
the porcelain insulator and above the metal hex body
of the plug? Those spark plugs were rebuildable. You
could unfasten the hex nut, remove and replace the
insulator and centre electrode, insert a new gasket to
seal the insulator within the metal body of the plug,
and replace and tighten the hex nut giving you a
rebuilt spark plug.

Page 11

Western Model A News - May 2020

TIP OF THE MONTH
News-A-Letter (Heart of America A’s)

Magnetic Oil Pan Drain Plug
Want to trap, collect, and hold iron and steel chips and filings in your crankcase? Well, I do, but in a
convenient location.
Remove the drain plug (make sure you have a pan under it to catch the oil) from the oil pan and clean
it thoroughly of any oil and dirt. Select a small cylindrical magnet, from one of those give-away
screwdrivers and set it into the plug.
I use a quick setting 5-minute epoxy to secure the magnet in place. That’s all there is to it! You will be
surprised to see all the material collected on the magnet after your next oil change. It won’t collect
babbitt or brass, but sure gets the abrasive ferrous material that can harm your engine.

WANTED
Bill Sherwood has a 1928 Right Front mudguard with a wheel well built in and would like to purchase/
swap/trade for one without a wheel well.
Bill can be contacted on 0407 253 704.
(Enquiry came from MARC (Aust) (ie Canberra))

COMINGS & GOINGS
Model A’s Changing Hands & Restoration Completions
Don’t forget to let the editor know of any Model A’s changing hands, or completing restoration etc.
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FOR SALE
Alan Jeffree (not Alan’s car)
1928 Model A Phaeton, dismantled (Perth WA)
The parts of two Model A Phaetons which have been out of the weather for at least the last 20 years!
I was asked to check out the parts by the owner recently, and I have offered to present these to Club
members. There are the pieces of two Phaetons, which basically would make up to one complete
vehicle with many spares. The photos tell the story, but from my visit, I will list a few items I noted.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

three petrol tanks
two complete rear diffs assemblies
two firewalls
six good wheels
one complete engine with clutch and gearbox attached
a set of good phaeton doors
a complete set of good guards
three starters
a new in the box set of valances
the drivers seat up riser with door pillars attached
a very good rear tube section in its three pieces
two chassis (one sand basted and painted)
two steering columns
original wire seat springs
reasonable bonnet

Some of the pieces back in storage
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Parts are sold as a job lot (not
piece by piece!)
Asking price $8000
Phone Martin: 0400 800 123

Phaeton mock up
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FOR SALE
1929 Phaeton - $9500 ono
•
•
•
•

Reasonably complete
Original mechanicals
Only rust is in one back door (rest is rust free)
All panels very repairable

Contact: Andrew Gower, email: gowerind@hotmail.com, phone: 0408 448 180,

5 tyres in good condition, including a black vinyl cover with red piping - $20 each.
Contact: Guy Harrison, email: guy.harrison@iinet.net.au phone: 0404 344 534
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FOR SALE
Rebuilt water pump $65.00
New Bronze timing gear $100.00
1-New 6 Volt coil $20.00
1-Near new 6 Volt Ford Scrip coil $45.00
1- Old 6 Volt coil $10.00
1- Old distributor cap & cover (Good to carry for spare) $5.00

Peter Sartori
Ph 0419 220 198

1931 Phaeton $21,000
Fully licensed, lives in a shed, restored about 10 years ago and in very good condition, runs well, 2
spare wheels with new tyres
Alwin Bradford
Hopetoun
9838 3838

1928 Phaeton
Alan Porter is selling his Model A.
Everyone knows it as Benny’s car, as he refurbished it.
Only car that club has full history.
It has new tyres all round incl spare, new battery and cooling
system done up recently.
A RHD Canadian import sold in Northam to an accountant.
ph: 0458 806 807
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SPONSORS
Please support these valued suppliers
RAY ABBOTT ENGINE RECONDITIONING
“RECONDITIONING THE PAST
SPECIALISING IN VETERAN, VINTAGE & CLASSIC ENGINES
FIFTY EIGHT YEARS EXPERIENCE: IN BUSINESS FOR 45 YEARS
CYLINDER HEAD SERVICING,REBORING, RESLEEVING, CONROD
RESIZING & BUSHING, LINE BORING & REMETALLING
CRANK REGRINDS, PRESSURE TESTING, PISTON GRINDING &/OR
EXPANDING, CAMSHAFT GRINDING .
COMPLETE ENGINE REBUILDS
18 Rio Street, Bayswater
PHONE 08 9272 4566
FAX 08 9271 5717
Rebuilding Oldies Better Than New

Recommended by MARCWA members

VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC
LUBRICANTS & ELECTRICAL
Halogen Bulbs 6v & 12v Tungsten Bulbs 6v & 12v
Indicator Stalks
Flasher cans 6v & 12v Tail lights
Indicator Lights (over 30 different types)
Fuel Pumps 6v & 12v Wiper Motors 6v & 12v
Wiper Blades
Cables (Cotton Covered, Metal Covered, PVC)
High Tension Cable (Cotton Covered, Black PVC)
Spark Plugs

19” and 21” Model A Tyres

Tubes

Rust bands

and All Things Vintage
Bob Beames 6 Rio Street, Bayswater WA 6053
Mob: 0419 276 411 Ph: 9272 6411
Fax: 9370 1506
Email: bobbeames@westnet.com.au

www.vvclubeelect.com.au

FORD
MODEL T & A
PARTS

Keith & Glenys Eastwood
129 Balance Road
Ballan 3342
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA
Ph (03) 5368 1088
Fax (03) 5368 1007
Mobile 0402194723
kg@henryspares.com.au

Page 16

Western Model A News - May 2020

