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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dean Roberts
Welcome to 2020
I, for one, had a fantastic Christmas catching up
with family and friends, and I hope you all did
too.
With the start of the year comes the planning for our club meets
and events. Please think about putting your hand up and let Ian
Paisley know that you are willing and able to organise a run during
the year.
Our first run of the year will be at Manning Park, Azelia Road,
Hamilton Hill on Sunday morning, 12 Jan, 2020.
Also, please get your membership forms and fees in. They are now
overdue. If you are on a club rego and you have not paid your fees,
your car would be deemed to be unregistered, which means you
cannot drive it in the road.
Please make it easier for Kathleen and get them in.
Hope to see you all on the 12th to hear how your Christmas and
New Year went.
See you then
Dean
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SECRETARY COMMENTS
Kathleen Kuenzel
Thanks for keeping the Membership Renewals for 2020 rolling in. As I write this on 29 December, 44
of our members are yet to pay their dues and I am waiting on 54 renewal forms. The return of forms
has proven a somewhat messy affair and I shall take it to committee that we have yet another
alteration in that area next year. It is obvious that in spite of each of our members holding
membership in his or her own right, joint forms should be the way to go.
Members whose cars are registered on Concessional Licence Code 404 were reminded by email that
their membership renewals had to be finalised by the due date of 1 January. As you are aware, other
members have a further month’s leeway before their memberships will be suspended. No additional
reminders will be sent out, nor will newsletters be distributed or any other communication
undertaken after 1 February.
In my mind 2019 was a good year for the club but I have one wish for 2020. I would dearly love to see
some new faces at our monthly meetings. We have a large number of metropolitan members whose
names and addresses I see frequently throughout my records, but I have no faces to put to them. It
would be a joy to make their acquaintance, if only intermittently, and if country members are up on
the Sunday of a run, or the day (usually Thursday) of a mid-week coffee meeting, do please join us.
Model A’s are not essential.
Kathleen Kuenzel

Frank and Ann Lawton who have been members since 2010 have tendered their resignation from our
club. We wish them all the best for 2020 and beyond.
Our newest member is:
Ray Major:
12 Governor Road, Rockingham 6168
Mob: 0435 616 820, Email: liv2sail@hotmail.com
Ray is restoring a Model A Ute.
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EDITOR COMMENTS
Ian Steer
So - did anyone make a New Year’s Resolution to usurp the Caretaker Editor? If not, I hope you at
least made a resolution to write an article for the newsletter - or at least to pass-on to the editor some
interesting Model A snippet you came across in your travels.
Don’t forget about our Facebook Group (Model A Restorers Club of Western Australia). Has any
“Facebook nay-sayer” joined-up yet so they can see our Facebook page? If not, have a go - it really
isn’t as harmful to your health as some would have you believe.

Have you looked at the club website lately (http://modelafordclub.com.au/)? You should spend a few
minutes to refresh your memory on some of the useful things that are there, including:
•
The very latest Events calendar information
•
Copies of old newsletters
•
Club-related forms and documents
•
Links to other club websites and useful, licensing-related documents
•
Photos and stories about our member’s cars
•
All the technical tips from all our past newsletters

RECIPE CORNER
Sylvia Bristow-Stagg
CHOCOLATE BEETROOT CAKE
This cake is similar texture to Mud Cake. It is delicious, and easy to make.
Ingredients
2 cups beetroot blend to smooth consistency with
2 tspn vanilla essence
2 cups sugar
1 ½ cups oil (olive, Rice Bran, Coconut.)
4 eggs
2 ½ cups SR flour
1 ½ tspn bicarb soda
2 tspn salt
½ cup cocoa
Instructions
Mix together sugar, oil and eggs thoroughly.
Sift flour, soda, salt and cocoa.
Add alternately with blended beetroot and vanilla.
Place in a greased prepared tin (large tin or springform).
Bake at 180°C for 45 to 60 mins. Very moist.
Topping: Can be iced as normal or with Peanut butter icing, which is very nice.
(Could try Nutella as alternative because of peanut allergies, also many other pastes out now, ie
Almond, pistachio, etc. I use - Eskal (sunflower seed paste) which is similar to peanut paste & makes
very nice icing.)
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EVENTS COORDINATOR
Ian Paisley
With 2020 now with us, it’s again time to call for organisers to run club events. Organising a
club run or event contributes to the overall management of the club and can be a rewarding
experience. Please let me know if you would like to run an event or have an idea for a club
event.
Pais. 9456 1184 or paisidd@bigpond.com

JANUARY
Event:
Traditional club run/meet
Date:
Sunday 12th January
Time:
Gate open from 9:30am
Location: Azelia Ley Museum, Azelia Rd, Manning Park, Hamilton Hill
Details: Parking as directed. Morning tea / meeting / lunch
Organisers: Pat and David Bussard 9524 1086

FEBRUARY
Event:
Date:
Time:
Location:

Traditional club run/meet
Sunday 23rd February **to be confirmed**
TBA
Sandy Beach Reserve, Bassendean

Event:
Date:

Northam Swap Meet
Sunday 16th February

MARCH
Event:
Club run/meet
Organiser: Organiser needed
Event:
Date:
Details:
Organiser:

Classic Car Show (see flyer on later page)
Sunday 8th March
to be advised
Ian Paisley 9456 1184

Event:
Date:
Details:
Organiser:

Brookton Old Time Motor Show.
Saturday 28th March.
To be advised.
Could someone please volunteer to organise this event?

Cont. over
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EVENTS COORDINATOR (CONT)
Ian Paisley

APRIL
Event:
Club run/meet
Organiser: Organiser needed
Event:
Date:
Time:
Where:
Details:

Waroona All Australian Car Day
Sunday 12th April
10am to 3pm
Waroona Showgrounds
Any and all cars welcome

Event:
Date:

Curtin Radio Classic Car Show
Sunday 19th April

SEPTEMBER
Event:
Date:
Details:
Organiser:

Ballarat National Meet
September 6th to September 13th
https://www.modelafordclub.org/
Model A Ford Club of Victoria

OCTOBER
Event:
Date:

Brockwell Run
Sunday 11th October

INTERESTING VIDEO
The following is a link to a an interesting video about a (now closed) Dutch Ford museum
(supposedly the world’s largest at one time) http://modelafordclub.com.au/dutch-private-fordmuseum/
(The video is stored on our club website, so if you get a security message after clicking the link, it is
quite safe to say that you trust the website and proceed to view the video.)
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CLUB LIBRARY
Dianne Paisley
“The 2019 Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival” photographic book is now in the Club Library.
Please contact Dianne if you would like to borrow this. It’s a great record of the event.
Ph: 9456 1184 paisidd@bigpond.com

CMC DELEGATE REPORT
Toni Mahony
The latest meeting of the CMC was held on Monday, 16th December, 2019 in Bassendean, with about
45 in attendance.
A secretary and a treasurer have been found, so the CMC lives to see another day. Frank Casella
from the Mustang Club has taken on the secretary role and Keith Wall from the FE and FC Club is the
new treasurer.
404 Concession information: Murray Lizatovich reported that he has spoken to the Dept of
Transport regarding the ongoing issues with this subject. He found that the head of the AIS has left
the Dept and there is a new person in place. However, nothing has happened with regard to
changing anything to do with the 404 rules. Murray made it clear when speaking with the new head
that we don’t want to change anything.
NEVDIS – the national system of checking motor vehicles, prior to registration. One of the members
told of his experience after buying an unregistered vehicle and when trying to licence it, found it had
been stolen, even though the NEVDIS check said it wasn’t. The vehicle was seized, but after some
negotiation with the previous owner, himself and the Dept, it was returned to him and later licensed.
It appears the NEVDIS system hadn’t been updated. Please be wary of buying unregistered vehicles
and make sure you have as much information/paperwork from the previous owner/s as possible.
The DoT has taken the issue on board.
Import Exemption: this was previously set at 1989, however it has now been extended to 25 years
and older.
Classic Car Show – 8th March, 2020 at Ascot. Volunteers will be called for as usual.
Brockwell Run 2020 – the 25th Anniversary of the Motor Museum year. The Run will be held on 11th
October, 2020.
Some discussion was held on the funds which have been accumulated by the CMC and what to do
with them. Suggestions of a foundation which promotes classic motoring amongst younger people.
An ongoing project.
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FOR SALE
Refurbished Historic Box Trailer

A work in progress to be completed in buyer’s choice of colour.
Box: 5ft long. 4ft wide. 13” deep. 20mm form ply.
Model A mudguards.
Chassis/frame: 50mm x 2.5 & 3mm squ gal tube.
Regulation lights.
4 leaf slipper springs. (500kg)
50mm hitch.
40mm squ axle. F100 hubs and bearings.
Jockey wheel.
19 inch (1930) Model A wheels. New Lucas tyres.
Licenced. (first licenced 1963)
Length including A Frame, 9ft (2.7m)
Width, 5ft 4” (1.6m)
Trailer completed ready for service $2000. Negotiable!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The trailer has been constructed to accommodate a new
“OZtrail Camper 6 Trailer Tent”

Trailer with OZtrailer Camper 6 fitted $4000.

(Example Only)

Contact:-

Ian Paisley.

9456 1184

paisidd@bigpond.com

WANTED
Left front guard for 30-31 Model A. No spare wheel well
Hans Hurij, 0472 700 635
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WES HARTLEY WRITING AWARD
In April 2019, Beverley Biggs and Wes Hartley, Dean and Jenni Roberts, Brett Pollock and Paul Kelly all
attended the 14th National Model A Rally in Te Anau, New Zealand. Wes then wrote an article about
the event that was published in the June & July issues of the Western Model A News, and in MAFCA’s
Restorer Magazine in August 2019.
For his excellent article, Wes won the MAFCA Directors' Literary Award for 2019. The photo below
shows Frank Hartley (who lives in Los Angeles) receiving the award on behalf of brother Wes. The
award was presented at the MAFCA 2019 National Awards Banquet in Claremont, California in
December.
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DETERMINING THE AGE OF YOUR TYRES
From an email to Wes Hartley from Antique Tyres

Tyre age is a tricky subject at Antique Tyre, because we sell newly manufactured tyres that look
like old tyres. There can be some confusion in regard to tyre age, and that's why we wanted to
put together this guide to decoding your tyre and therefore determining the tyre's age. The tyre
industry has some loose guidelines on tyre age that call for tyre replacement after 6 to 10 years
of service. On a daily driver, you'll likely wear out the tread before the 6 - 10 year window, but
on a collector vehicle, the tyre could expire well before the tread is gone. Even if a car is stored
inside and the tyres pass a visual inspection (no cracks, dry-rot or other visible deterioration), we
typically suggest replacement after 10 years if you plan on driving it.
So, what happens if you drive on a tyre that is more than 10 years old? You could get lucky and
the tyre could last until the tread is worn down, or the tyre could separate without warning.
Even without noticeable defects, the tyre could be susceptible to sudden delamination or
separation due to the heat build up from driving.
Usually, if you buy a set of tyres for a collector vehicle, you will have a pretty good idea when
that 10 years has passed. What if you buy a complete car, or buy a set of tyres at a swap meet?
You’ll need to determine the tyre age before you can confidently drive on them. Luckily,
decoding a tyre and determining the tyre's age is a pretty straightforward process, as a
standardized 10-digit Tyre Identification Number (often called a DOT number) was mandated by
the United States Department of Transportation in 1971. Some manufacturers used date codes
prior to 1971, but there wasn’t a standardized system, so each brand handled numbering
differently.

Cont. over
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DETERMINING THE AGE OF YOUR TYRES
(continued)
This 1934 Plymouth hot rod was stored inside for decades. Its tyres are from the early 1970's, and they
look perfect. They hold air and show no signs of dry rot or deterioration. However, due to the age of
the tyres, they are not safe for driving. Luckily, we offer many tyres that can perfectly replicate the
vintage look of this period correct hot rod.
A confusing aspect of determining the age of a given tyre is the fact that some new tyres are built in
authentic moulds. Using Firestone Wide Oval tyres as an example, this tyre product line was used on
muscle cars from 1967 to 1974, and we have been producing the same tyres since the 1980’s. The
differences? Today’s U.S. D.O.T. requirements mandate that each tyre has a unique Tyre Identification
Number on both sidewalls (inboard and outboard) of the tyre, as well as safety information that is
typically in fine print somewhere on the sidewall.
Otherwise, you’ll need to take a closer look at the Tyre Identification Number to determine the date
that they were produced. Tyres built before 2000 featured a three-digit date code at the end of the
Tyre Identification Number. The first two digits of the date code tell you the week that the tyres were
built, and the last digit tells you the year. For example, a date code such as 306 would let you know that
the tyre was built in the 30th week of a year ending in 6. There could be confusion of whether the digit
refers to 1976, 1986 or 1996, so let’s dig a little deeper.
Sometimes you can easily determine which decade the tyre belongs in based on the sizing
nomenclature, brand or style. Let’s say you’re looking at an L78-15 tyre, using the same 306 date code
we mentioned earlier. Based on the alpha-numeric sizing nomenclature, it would be our best guess that
the tyre was manufactured in 1976, as the now standard P-metric sizing (ex. P215/75R15) became more
popular in the 1980’s. You could also expect this tyre to be missing the standardized safety warnings on
the sidewall and any type of tread wear indicators, as those features were mandated later than 1976.
That’s just one example but you can see how certain styles or sizes can be quickly identified by decade.
For tyres built after the year 2000, the date code features four digits, and most Tyre Identification
Numbers are now 12 digits instead of 10. The first two digits of the date code are the week of
production and the last two are the year of production. This helps to clear up the single-digit year
confusion that existed before 2000. So, a tyre with a date code of 4817 was built in the 48th week of
2017. The bottom line is if you’re restoring a car that will be driven, it needs tyres that are less than 10
years old. At Antique Tyre, we've made great effort to eliminate the excuse of "they don't make that
tyre anymore" by sourcing original style bias ply tyres, using new materials. Sure, there are small
differences, like the Tyre Identification Numbers and the mandatory safety information, but in terms of
size, style and brand, we’ve covered a 100-year span of vehicles to keep you on the road safely without
being forced to use generic modern tyres. Now we also offer several brands and styles that mix the
vintage look of bias ply tyres with the smooth ride quality of a modern radial.

Cont. over

Page 11

Western Model A News - January 2020

DETERMINING THE AGE OF YOUR TYRES
(continued)

Most of the time, it's pretty obvious when a tyre is too old to be used. This crusty bias ply tyre is
obviously past the point of no return, but it does serve as a decent roller, while the car is in the
shop. We do suggest using "rollers" (aka junk tyres) to roll around the shop while a car is being
restored. Then, when it's time to drive, order your tyres, so that you can get the most use out of
them. If you buy them in 2018, but the car is in the shop until 2021, you're that many years closer to
the tyre's expiration date.

Whether you choose bias ply or radial tyres for your collector vehicle, tyre age is an important
detail that should not be ignored. If you have a question about your tyres, or need to replace
your expired tyres, feel free to call Antique Tyre 1300 55 44 13 and a tyre expert will be glad to
help! You can also reach us by email, or live chat on our website. Dry rot, and cracking are
obvious signs that your tyres are too old for use. However, expired tyres may not always have
such obvious visual deterioration. Be sure to check those date codes before you take off in your
collector vehicle!
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TIP OF THE MONTH
Jim Cannon (MAFCA)

Front Wheel Bearing on the Model A
Jim's Tech Tip

COMINGS & GOINGS
Model As Changing Hands & Restoration Completions
Let the editor know of any Model A’s in WA changing hands, getting licensed etc (and of
course if they’re owned by club members don’t forget to tell the secretary)
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SPONSORS
Please support these valued suppliers
RAY ABBOTT ENGINE RECONDITIONING
“RECONDITIONING THE PAST
SPECIALISING IN VETERAN, VINTAGE & CLASSIC ENGINES
FIFTY EIGHT YEARS EXPERIENCE: IN BUSINESS FOR 45 YEARS
CYLINDER HEAD SERVICING,REBORING, RESLEEVING, CONROD
RESIZING & BUSHING, LINE BORING & REMETALLING
CRANK REGRINDS, PRESSURE TESTING, PISTON GRINDING &/OR
EXPANDING, CAMSHAFT GRINDING .
COMPLETE ENGINE REBUILDS
18 Rio Street, Bayswater
PHONE 08 9272 4566
FAX 08 9271 5717
Rebuilding Oldies Better Than New

Recommended by MARCWA members

VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC
LUBRICANTS & ELECTRICAL
Halogen Bulbs 6v & 12v Tungsten Bulbs 6v & 12v
Indicator Stalks
Flasher cans 6v & 12v Tail lights
Indicator Lights (over 30 different types)
Fuel Pumps 6v & 12v Wiper Motors 6v & 12v
Wiper Blades
Cables (Cotton Covered, Metal Covered, PVC)
High Tension Cable (Cotton Covered, Black PVC)
Spark Plugs

19” and 21” Model A Tyres

Tubes

Rust bands

and All Things Vintage
Bob Beames 6 Rio Street, Bayswater WA 6053
Mob: 0419 276 411 Ph: 9272 6411
Fax: 9370 1506
Email: bobbeames@westnet.com.au

www.vvclubeelect.com.au

FORD
MODEL T & A
PARTS

Keith & Glenys Eastwood
129 Balance Road
Ballan 3342
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA
Ph (03) 5368 1088
Fax (03) 5368 1007
Mobile 0402194723
kg@henryspares.com.au
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