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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dean Roberts
This common statement “Where has all the time
gone” is something I think we all tend to say at
this time of the year, and for me my answer is “I
have no idea”.
I had a list at the beginning of the year of things I wanted, or felt, I
needed to do. I am sure most of us do this, whether we write it
down or just make a mental note. Here is a bit of mine:
Tidy My Garage - Not Done.
Tidy the Shed - Part Done.
Work on the Model A’s – Not Done.
Take Jenni on a holiday – Done.
Spend more time with friends – Not Done.
Spend more time at home and not work – Not Done.
The list is far longer than this, but I am sure you can see the trend,
more on the “Not Done” than “Done”.
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...Note from the President Cont’d
So, can I can suggest that you take the time to shorten your list and prioritize what is most important
to you, because Christmas 2020 will be here before you know it.
Over the last week, I have come to realise how many friends I/we have in the club and I thank you for
that friendship.
To me, our Model A Car Club is not just about the cars, it’s about the people and the friendships we
make, so to that end I would like to ask for your help.
Come to the monthly club runs and (if you like) bring a friend with you. Enjoy a coffee on our midweek
runs and bring a friend with you. Invite people to join the club and then they can bring a friend with
them, and before we know it, we will have new members in the club and new friends as well.
We wish you one and all a Merry Christmas and safe travels in the New Year.
Jenni and Dean Roberts

A truly “go anywhere”
Model A
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SECRETARY COMMENTS
Kathleen Kuenzel
We’re almost halfway there: seventy four of our one hundred and fifty three members have now paid
their membership dues.
I thank them most sincerely and wish all members a Merry Christmas and a great start to 2020.
Resignation of Maurice Creedy
Maurie rang me to say he has decided that at the age of 93½ and after a few stints in hospital he feels
it is time to relinquish his membership of the club. He said he has many happy memories of his time
with the Model A Restorers Club of WA since joining in 1990 and especially mentioned occasions spent
with Jim Williams and Graeme Bedford.
He was happy to have been able to supply a manifold gasket to one of our members who was driving
to the National Meet at Murray Bridge. (Mr Pollock by any chance?)
He sent his kindest regards to all.
Change of Details
Dora Annear – Anyone seeking Dora’s address can make enquiries from Kath Pepper or your secretary.
Matthew White – Change of address and landline:
50 Leschenaultia Drive, Jalbarragup WA 6275 (PO Box 217 Nannup 6275), 08 9756 1929
Kathleen

December Birthdays
Des
Teresa
Bob
Jeanie
John
Kathleen
Erica

Addison
Blackman
Horgan
Misko
Moorehead
Pepper
Quadros

WANTED
Left front guard for 30-31 Model A. No spare wheel well
Hans Hurij, 0472 700 635
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EDITOR COMMENTS
Ian Steer
As the year concludes, I want to sincerely thank the many people who have contributed items for the
newsletter in the short time I have been in the role - it really makes the editor’s job easier. There is an
old saying applied in the construction industry when deciding how much of something to (over) order
(electrical cable for example) - “it’s better to be looking at it, than looking for it”. This certainly applies
to an editor’s role.
For all those people out there that think “I can’t write” - that doesn’t matter because you have an
editor here. By the time the newsletter goes out to the members, your grammatical and/or spelling
failings (whether real, or just perceived) will have been brushed over by the editor and his faithful, exschool teacher sidekick and sub-editor. The members will be wondering why they haven’t seen you in
the Booker Prize finalists.
Don’t forget this item for your New Year’s Resolution List - “stage a coup and take over the newsletter
editor’s role”.
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EVENTS COORDINATOR
Ian Paisley

JANUARY 2020
Event:
Traditional club run/meet
Date:
Sunday 12th January
Time:
Gate open from 9:30am
Location: Azelia Ley Museums, Azelia Rd, Manning Park, Hamilton Hill
Details: Parking as directed. Morning tea / meeting / lunch
Organisers: Pat and David Bussard 9524 1086

FEBRUARY 2020
Event:
Date:
Time:
Location:

Traditional club run/meet
TBA
TBA
Sandy Beach Reserve, Bassendean

Event:
Date:

Northam Swap Meet
Sunday 16th February

MARCH 2020
Event:
Club run/meet
Organiser: Organiser needed
Event:
Date:
Details:
Organiser:

Classic Car Show (see flyer on later page)
Sunday 8th March
to be advised
Ian Paisley 9456 1184

Event:
Date:
Details:
Organiser:

Brookton Old Time Motor Show.
Saturday 28th March.
To be advised.
Could someone please volunteer to organise this event?

SEPTEMBER 2020
Event:
Date:
Details:
Organiser:
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Ballarat National Meet
September 6th to September 13th
https://www.modelafordclub.org/
Model A Ford Club of Victoria
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NOVEMBER RUN REPORT
Toni Mahony

The day started out with blue skies, warm air and a pleasant breeze down by the river at
Bayswater’s A.P. Hind Reserve, near the Garratt Road bridge. I think there were about 8 Model A’s,
that surfie Holden and several modern vehicles, with the Moorehead, Andrews, Buzzard, Alan J.,
Kuenzel, ten Bokkel, Misko, Sartori/Paisley, Freind/Piercy, Blewett, Wigmore and Mahony members
at the start.
The run was designed as a partly educational effort for the folk
from the southern areas – with them taking a drive up the newer
part of the Tonkin Hwy as a starter. We detoured through
Whiteman Park, with the Christmas trees starting to flower - but
they weren’t allowed
to stop for flowers or
museums. Then off to
the new suburb of
Brabham on the
eastern side of Whiteman Park. I loved the little creek
running through the centre of this place, with mainly
reeds and native plants growing beside it and open
lawns on the outer edges. They have the Jungle
playground there for kids – it looked like fun!
Onward further north and morning tea was had near the water playground (the only place I could
find with public toilets) in Ellenbrook. The car park was getting very cosy by the time we pulled out
and gave them some space.
Back to Gnangara Road-cum-Ocean Reef Road and we
headed west, under more of the Tonkin Highway still
heading north, and going past where our Christmas
lunch will be held shortly. Through the road works at
Wanneroo Road and we peeled off into Joondalup
Drive and Lakeside Drive, winding our way past the
Police Academy, the Civic Buildings and down to Neil
Hawkins Park in Yellagonga Park bordering Lake
Joondalup. This would be a nice spot for a meeting
someday (complete with icecream and drinks van). Back through Joondalup, past the hospital and
other ‘important’ buildings and heading west again.

Cont. over

Page 7

Western Model A News - December 2019

NOVEMBER RUN REPORT (CONT)
Toni Mahony
We ended up out on the coast and worked our way
south, keeping to the coast as much as possible,
before heading back inland to our final stop at
Mawson Park. By now, there was a very fresh sea
breeze in (lots of kite surfing and yachts out on the
ocean!) - sitting in the shade was almost too cool.
Alan chaired the meeting in the absence of Dean.
Lorraine Piercy, Alma and Ross Letch, Anne and Ian
Steer joined us at the lunch spot.
From comments received, everyone seemed to enjoy the run and it was fun to organize.
Cheers, Toni Mahony

CMC DELEGATE REPORT
Toni Mahony
Refer to my comments in the attached meeting minutes about the dire situation the CMC is facing (ie
with no secretary nor treasurer, it is facing imminent winding-up).

AN ENTERTAINING READ
The following article will no doubt strike a chord with many of you:

Confessions of an elderly mechanic
https://www.hemmings.com/blog/2019/11/20/confessions-of-an-elderly-mechanic/
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THE RED DUST REVIVAL 2019
Ray Mahony

Apart from being hot (37 degrees on two days), dusty and decidedly uncomfortable, everyone seemed
to enjoy the experience of Lake Perkolilli. There was a very relaxed atmosphere, a minimum of
officialdom and freedom to go anywhere you liked, except on the track. The official programme listed
22 motorcycles and 64 cars, but from what I saw, there were quite a few that didn’t get into the
programme.
Toni and I arrived on site Wednesday morning and
found a nice camp spot under some light trees. Having
arrived early, there were plenty of good spots from
which to choose. Later in the week it was not so easy.
Right up until Saturday, the caravans and campers
continued to roll in. There ended up being literally
hundreds of them.

As competitors had been arriving since Monday, we decided to
take a wander to see who we could find. Darryl Freind and
Tania Piercy with Tania’s car “Cecilia” had arrived.

There was also Alex Kirkwood with his
special “Red Back” 1928 Model A.

Then we spotted Peter and Kaye Eardley with the
very nicely prepared “ute/roadster” with the unique
turtle deck.
Cont. over
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THE RED DUST REVIVAL 2019 (CONT.)
Ray Mahony
Brett Pollock was tied up with some Mayoral business so didn’t arrive till lateish Friday. He came with
both “Glad” and the ’35 Rolls Royce. During the week we also saw the following MARC members:
Alan Duns, Reg and Coral Blewett, Gerry ten Bokkel, Hans and Glenda Hurij, John and Kaye Cook, Wes
Hartley, Bev Biggs, Kelvin Pepper, Barry Byers, Des Addison, Wayne Millman and of course there was
Toni and I. Twenty-two members altogether - not a bad representation.

Although Brett was a little later than some
others, he gave “Glad” a good work-out.

During the week there were a few side attractions of
interest. Before and after the scheduled events, three ultralights buzzed over-head. During each day a land yacht
cruised around the parking area and pits. A replica 1913
replica sand yacht joined the modern day land yacht in the
car park on Saturday. The original was built to roar up and
down the beaches of France.
On Saturday a
1936 Stilton
Reliance aircraft
made an
appearance.

There was a great variety of cars in both size
and shape. From baby Austins to the ‘39
Dodge Brax.

Cont. over
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THE RED DUST REVIVAL 2019 (CONT.)
Ray Mahony
Tuesday and Wednesday were for free practice, Thursday and Friday
was the “Two Lap Dash”. During Saturday and Sunday up to 5 cars,
or bikes, were on the track at a time, being sent off according to
their handicap. The idea being the five vehicles would all be very
close together at the end of two laps, giving the impression of a
close finish race. To assist this, the vehicles were not allowed to
pass during Saturdays runs. I believe the desired effect was
achieved on the last run on Saturday. Sunday was all go; passing
was allowed.

Brett’s “Roller” at full charge.

From my point of view the main interest was in the pits area; seeing
the large variety of cars and talking to crews. As mentioned, there was a minimum of rules so everyone
was free to get up close and have a good look at the vehicles – and there was a lot to see.

Two Ossie Cranston replicas: the legendary 1936 FORD V8 and the 1928 Model A “CACTUS”.

Another car that impressed was this pre 20’s Dodge fitted with a large Roots blower and very large
SU carburettor.

Cont. over
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THE RED DUST REVIVAL 2019 (CONT.)
Ray Mahony
It took a while, but Kev from the Vintage Sports Car
Club got his car going pretty well.

There were far too many entrants to show them all
here. Arguably the fastest car on the track was
probably the 1939 Dodge Brax Special.

Everything was considered and offered by the organisers.

Page 12

Western Model A News - December 2019

TIP OF THE MONTH
Ron Andrews
Sometimes when you fit the headlamp bar to the mudguard stays, the bolts do not drop in
without excessive force. To achieve an easier fit, you can spend lots of time with trial and error
bending the mudguard brace.
To overcome this problem, I made up two 1mm steel shims to fit between the chassis and the
mudguard brace. This spaces the braces out slightly and allows the bolts to push in without
force. Everything is then in a neutral position
and it certainly makes installing the rubber
pads easier.

The shim shown was made out of colorbond as a trial. The final piece was made out of galvanised
steel sheet, with a better finish on the edges and holes.

NEW SUPPLIER
While encouraging members to continue to support our long-term, faithful sponsors (see last page),
members may be interested to know of another potential Australian parts supplier:
I am now a Bratton’s and Snyder’s distributor stocking a range of parts from “T “ to Early V-8
Dave Slater
Mobile 0412-59-3535
Email dave.slater@casmen.com

COMINGS & GOINGS
Model As Changing Hands & Restoration Completions
Let the editor know of any Model A’s in WA changing hands, getting licensed etc (and of
course if they’re owned by club members don’t forget to tell the secretary)
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HOW NOT TO PARK-UP A MODEL A
Reg Blewitt (as told to Ian Steer)
I bought this AA truck from a builder in Perth about 20 years ago, who in
turn had bought it from a bloke in NSW (presumably a farmer). I soon
came to regret the purchase, as I had
never seen a vehicle of any sort in such
worn condition.

Over the years, I have been slowly doing bits and pieces to it. Whenever
I’ve had to move it, I’ve hung my trusty gallon tin on the windscreen and
hooked it straight into the carby. However, recently I decided to get the
fuel system properly hooked-up. I got a fuel tap and pipe and sediment
bowl, and went to connect it. When I went to screw the fuel tap in, I
noticed some straw poking out of the fuel tank outlet.
I removed the fuel filler cap and peered in to be met with the sight of a mountain of
straw! My first thought was that a bunch of kids on the farm had got bored.

After a couple of hours with
the BBQ tongs, I had half filled
a 4 gallon drum - then I
discovered the culprit! Out
with a load of straw came the
desiccated corpse of a mouse!

Of course, as distinct to kids stuffing straw down the filler cap, the mice will have carried it around the
back of the baffles - too far for my BBQ tongs. While my wife Coral’s suggestion of setting fire to it
sounds exciting, I think the tank is going to have to come out.
Moral of the story - always leave the fuel filler cap on a Model A parked-up in a hay shed!
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SPONSORS
Please support these valued suppliers
RAY ABBOTT ENGINE RECONDITIONING
“RECONDITIONING THE PAST
SPECIALISING IN VETERAN, VINTAGE & CLASSIC ENGINES
FIFTY EIGHT YEARS EXPERIENCE: IN BUSINESS FOR 45 YEARS
CYLINDER HEAD SERVICING,REBORING, RESLEEVING, CONROD
RESIZING & BUSHING, LINE BORING & REMETALLING
CRANK REGRINDS, PRESSURE TESTING, PISTON GRINDING &/OR
EXPANDING, CAMSHAFT GRINDING .
COMPLETE ENGINE REBUILDS
18 Rio Street, Bayswater
PHONE 08 9272 4566
FAX 08 9271 5717
Rebuilding Oldies Better Than New

Recommended by MARCWA members

VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC
LUBRICANTS & ELECTRICAL
Halogen Bulbs 6v & 12v Tungsten Bulbs 6v & 12v
Indicator Stalks
Flasher cans 6v & 12v Tail lights
Indicator Lights (over 30 different types)
Fuel Pumps 6v & 12v Wiper Motors 6v & 12v
Wiper Blades
Cables (Cotton Covered, Metal Covered, PVC)
High Tension Cable (Cotton Covered, Black PVC)
Spark Plugs

19” and 21” Model A Tyres

Tubes

Rust bands

and All Things Vintage
Bob Beames 6 Rio Street, Bayswater WA 6053
Mob: 0419 276 411 Ph: 9272 6411
Fax: 9370 1506
Email: bobbeames@westnet.com.au

www.vvclubeelect.com.au

FORD
MODEL T & A
PARTS

Keith & Glenys Eastwood
129 Balance Road
Ballan 3342
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA
Ph (03) 5368 1088
Fax (03) 5368 1007
Mobile 0402194723
kg@henryspares.com.au
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